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Letter from the Chair 
Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to the Group of 14 at the International Youth Conference 2020! With constant crises at every 

juncture, the Group of 14 is without a doubt one of the most nerve-racking committees IYC has to 

offer. Delegates will have to be spontaneous and constantly be on their toes because as time passes, 

threats continue to rise. 

Through the committee, we will be discussing and questioning the horrific situation in Hong Kong: 

Human Rights Violations, Autonomy and much more. The Sino-British Joint Declaration dates back 

36 years ago. Since then the one country- two system autonomy is in charge. With the failure of this 

system, the citizens of Hong Kong are demanding complete autonomy. With intensifying protests for 

independence, China has decided to take military measures to stabilise the protests. It is up to you 

delegates to come up with fair resolutions to put an end to such a conflict. 

Read through the study guide before you arrive and brace yourself for hours of intense debate. 

We are excited to see you in committee! 

Good Luck, 

Vivaan Malhotra – Chair 

Naomi Parekh - Vice Chair 

Aanay Anandpara - Vice Chair 

Aditya Syam - R&D 

Sharvani Sampat - Rapporteur 
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Introduction: 

On 26th September 1984, a declaration known as the Sino-British Joint Declaration was initialized in 

Beijing. It was signed by Great Britain and the People’s Republic of China. By virtue of the Joint 

Declaration and the Hong Kong Act passed in April 1985, the British sovereignty and jurisdiction over 

Hong Kong ceased on 1st July 1997. Hong Kong was then transformed from a British Colony into a Special 

Administrative Region (SAR), governed in accordance with the Basic Law of Hong Kong to be 

promulgated under the ultimate authority of the Government of the People's Republic of China. As part of 

the agreement and the “one country, two systems” set-up, China guaranteed that its socialist economic set-

up would not be imposed on Hong Kong, and that Hong Kong would enjoy autonomy in all areas except 

foreign affairs and defence for a period of 50 years, i.e. until 2047. 

Recently, in Hong Kong, a growing number of young people have been demanding more autonomy - or 

even independence - from China. This has grown into a movement that advocates Hong Kong’s right to 

become an independent sovereign state. Multiple actions by the PRC have intensified this movement. 

Residents of Hong Kong have long been waiting for universal suffrage, but the electoral reforms made in 

2014 stipulated that only candidates selected by the Communist Party of China would be eligible for the
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 post of the Chief Executive of Hong Kong. People’s Republic of China, and the liberal and democratic 

model of the West. 

Recently, in Hong Kong, a growing number of young people have been demanding more autonomy - or 

even independence - from China. This has grown into a movement that advocates Hong Kong’s right to 

become an independent sovereign state. Multiple actions by the PRC have intensified this movement. 

Residents of Hong Kong have long been waiting for universal suffrage, but the electoral reforms made in 

2014 stipulated that only candidates selected by the Communist Party of China would be eligible for the 

post of the Chief Executive of Hong Kong. People’s Republic of China, and the liberal and democratic 

model of the West. 
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Hong Kong, officially the Hong Kong Special 

Administrative Region of the People's Republic of 

China, is a region on the eastern side of the Pearl 

River estuary in southern China. With over 7.45 

million people of various nationalities and a per 

capita GDP of almost 65,000 USD,

Hong Kong is a highly developed free-market economy, and is a global hub for finance and trade. It is 

estimated to be the world's eighth-largest exporter and importer. The city also has the largest number of 

skyscrapers in the world. Hong Kong consistently ranks high on the Huma 

Hong Kong became a colony of the British Empire after the Qing Empire ceded Hong Kong Island at the end 

of the First Opium War in 1842. The colony expanded to the Kowloon Peninsula in 1860 after the Second 

Opium War and was further extended when Britain obtained a 99-year lease of the New Territories in 1898. 

The territory was transferred to China in 1997. 

History and Background:

Hong Kong is a special administrative region of China, with 

executive, legislative, and judicial powers devolved from the 

national government. The Sino-British Joint Declaration provided 

for economic and administrative continuity through the transfer of 

sovereignty, resulting in an executive-led governing system 

largely inherited from the territory's history as a British colony.

Under these terms and the "one country, two systems" principle, the Basic Law of Hong Kong is the regional 

constitution. Chinese national law does not generally apply in the region, and Hong Kong is treated as a 

separate jurisdiction.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE 2020



 | P a g e  7

Timeline of Events in History and conflict with mainland 

China: 

1840-1842 : Opium wars result in ceding of Hong Kong island to the British, Crown colony of Hong Kong 

is established 

1860 : Kowloon Peninsula is ceded to Britain 

1898 : The New Territories are leased to Britain for 99 years; Hong Kong becomes an important trading port 

1911-1949 : Refugees fleeing from mainland China increase Hong Kong’s population 

1941-1945 : Japanese occupation during World War 2 

1980s : Hong Kong becomes an international financial centre and joins the world’s top 10 economies 

1982 : China and Britain begin talks on the future of Hong Kong 

26th September 1984 : China and Britain sign the Sino-British Joint  Declaration on the future of Hong Kong 

1990 : Beijing formally ratifies the Basic Law of Hong Kong 

1st July 1997 : Hong Kong becomes a Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China 

February 2001 : Deputy Chief Executive Anson Chan, one of the main oppositionists of Chinese interference 

in Hong Kong administration, resigns under pressure from Beijing 

July 2003 : 500,000 people protest on the streets a day after Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao visits Hong Kong 

April 2004 : China rules that its approval is necessary for any changes to Hong Kong’s election laws 

July 2004 : Britain accuses China of interfering in Hong Kong’s constitutional reform 

July 2006 : Thousands of people rally in support of full democracy 

September 2008 : Hong Kong’s pro-democracy camp wins more than a third of seats in legislative elections 

June 2009 : Tens of thousands people from Hong Kong attend a vigil on the 20th anniversary of the 

Tiananmen Square massacre (the only part of China to do so)
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August 2014 : Chinese government rules that only candidates approved by Beijing will be allowed to contest 

elections 

September-November 2014 : Pro-democracy demonstrators occupy the city centre for weeks to protest against 

Beijing’s decision 

June 2015 : Despite protests and consultations, the plans for elections remain same as those decided by China in 

2014 

August 2016 : Protesters rally against the disqualification of six pro-independence candidates from elections 

November 2016 : High court disqualifies pro-independence legislators for refusing to pledge allegiance to China 

June 2017 : Chinese President Xi Jinping visits Hong Kong and warns against any attempt to undermine China’s 

influence 

February 2019 : Hong Kong’s Security Bureau proposes amendments allowing extradition to mainland China 

April-July 2019 : Large scale anti-government and pro-democracy protests break out, involving violent clashes 

with the police 

October 2019 : The extradition bill is withdrawn 
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Crux of the Crisis: 

The handover agreement between China and Great Britain gave Hong Kong special freedoms of press, speech, 

and assembly for at least 50 years starting 1997. This stands in contradiction to China’s strict censorship and 

Beijing’s strong grip on power over the years.  

Hong Kong is a part of China, but has its own currency, language, legal system, identity, and culture. 

Protestors are concerned that China’s encroachment is a violation of the “one country, two systems” setup. 

They want to achieve full democracy before 2047, when Hong Kong could become integrated with the rest of 

China once the period of 50 years stipulated in the handover agreement expires. Many are eager to attain 

complete independence.  

The current independence movement emerged after the 2014-15 electoral reforms, which sparked the 79-day 

massive occupation protests. The failure of the campaign for a free and genuine democratic process 

strengthened the pro- independence discourse. After the protests, many new political groups advocating for 

independence or self-determination were established as they deemed the "One Country, Two Systems" 

principle to have failed.
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They had seen actions by the Hong Kong government as prioritizing the interests of the Chinese Communist 

Government. According to a survey conducted by the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) in July 

2016, nearly 40% of residents aged 15 to 24 supported the territory becoming an independent entity, whereas 

17.4% of the overall respondents supported independence, despite only 3.6% stating that they think it is 

“possible".

In early 2019, the Hong Kong government proposed an extradition bill which legalised the extradition of 

criminals or prisoners from Hong Kong to mainland China. The citizens of Hong Kong felt that this bill could 

endanger Hong Kong’s judicial independence and expose them to unfair trials and arbitrary treatment by the 

government of China. They also feared the loss of Hong Kong’s sovereignty and felt that the Chinese 

government could use this law to threaten activists or muzzle the press. In June 2019, widespread protests 

broke out against the extradition bill in Hong Kong. As the protests intensified, confrontations between the 

protesters and the police force became more common. Although the extradition bill was withdrawn, protesters 

considered the action “too little, too late”.  
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The Chinese government termed the protests in 2019 as “riots” 

and there were reports of potential military action by the 

People’s Liberation Army (there are around 6,000 soldiers 

housed in army garrisons in Hong Kong) being deliberated by 

the Chinese government.

In June 2020, China enacted the National Security Law in Hong Kong, which gives Beijing the power to punish 

a variety of political crimes committed in Hong Kong. China intends to supress all opposition to the Communist 

Party through this law. The imposition of the law has been widely criticized, especially by countries of the West, 

for allegedly endangering the rights of the people of Hong Kong.  

Despite this latest measure taken by China, the struggle for democracy and independence in Hong Kong has not 

been quelled. 
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Bloc Positions: 

Hong Kong – 

Hong Kong is a special administrative region (SAR) which enjoys a high degree of autonomy under the People's 

Republic of China (PRC), guaranteed under Article 2 of Hong Kong Basic Law as ratified under the Sino-British 

Joint Declaration. Since the transfer of the sovereignty of Hong Kong from the United Kingdom to the PRC in 

1997, some citizens have been concerned about Beijing's growing encroachment on the territory's freedoms and 

the failure of the Hong Kong government to deliver "genuine democracy”. However, the Hong Kong 

government issued a statement after the formation of the Hong Kong National Party, stating that: "any 

suggestion that Hong Kong should be independent or any movement to advocate such 'independence' is against 

the Basic Law and will undermine the stability and prosperity of Hong Kong and impair the interest of the 

general public. The SAR Government will take action according to the law."  

People’s Republic of China – 

The Chinese government firmly opposes any movement for Hong Kong’s independence. PRC's strategy is aimed 

at trying to dissolve the boundary between Hong Kong and the rest of China in order to gain complete autonomy. 

Some representatives of the central government have adopted an increasingly strong rhetoric perceived to be 

attacking Hong Kong's political and legal systems. More formally, the Central People's Government released a 

report in 2014 that asserts that Hong Kong's judiciary should be subordinate to, and not independent of, the 

government. China has responded with defiance to international criticism of its actions in Hong Kong. The 

Chinese government is continuously working in order to pass bills and laws that will favour them and help 

manoeuver the one-country, two systems principle into complete socialism allowing China to gain complete 

control over Hong Kong.  

United Kingdom – 

‘Hong Kong–United Kingdom relations’ refers to international relations between post-colonial Hong Kong and 

the United Kingdom.
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UK policy toward Hong Kong is underpinned by its substantial commercial interests, and fulfilling 

obligations as the other signatory of Sino–British Joint Declaration on the future of Hong Kong, in addition to 

supporting Hong Kong's mini-constitution, the Basic Law, and in accordance with China's policy of 

observing "one country, two systems”. As co-signatory of the Joint Declaration with the People’s Republic of 

China, the UK retains an enduring commitment to Hong Kong after the transfer of sovereignty in 1997, 

including regular semi-annual reports on Hong Kong to the UK parliament. Hong Kong remains the 

springboard to the Greater China market. Over 300 UK-based companies have regional headquarters or 

offices in Hong Kong. 

United States of America – 

U.S. policy towards Hong Kong, grounded in a determination to promote Hong Kong's prosperity, autonomy, 

and way of life, is stated in the U.S.-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992, which stipulated that the U.S. would 

continue to treat Hong Kong apart from the People's Republic of China even after the 1997 transfer of 

sovereignty marking the end of British rule. The United States maintains substantial economic and political 

interests in Hong Kong. It supports Hong Kong's autonomy by concluding and implementing bilateral 

agreements, promoting trade and investment, arranging high level visits, broadening law enforcement 

cooperation, and bolstering educational, academic, and cultural links while also supporting the large 

community of U.S. citizens and visitors. 

Japan – 

For four years during World War II, Hong Kong was under the rule of the Imperial Japanese Empire. Hong 

Kong has many Japanese residents as well as a consistent number of Japanese tourists. Japan and Hong Kong 

alternate in hosting meetings of the Japan-Hong Kong Economic Joint Committee to provide an opportunity 

for business representatives from Hong Kong and Japan to meet, exchange views and discuss potential 

economic exchanges. 
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Russian Federation – 
Russia maintains the stance that Hong Kong is China’s internal affair and will not interfere in any way in the 

situation. In the past, Moscow has supported Beijing’s actions in Hong Kong (for example, during the 2014 

protests in Hong Kong). 

France – 

The French President, Emmanuel Macron, has told the Chinese President that France strongly supports the 

“one country, two systems” system for China’s governance of Hong Kong. France has also urged Hong Kong 

authorities to resume talks and bring a “peaceful outcome” to the crisis. 

European Union – 
The EU has condemned China’s actions in Hong Kong and is concerned about the loss of autonomy in Hong 

Kong. EU officials have stated that actions in Hong Kong are in accordance with neither Hong Kong’s Basic 

Law nor with China’s past commitments.  

India – 

India, China’s immediate neighbour, has not commented on the crisis in Hong Kong. India follows a strict 

policy of non-interference in any matters relating to the domestic policies of other countries, and so is likely 

not to support any prospective sanctions placed on China by the West. 

ASEAN – 

ASEAN countries have remained silent on the Hong Kong crisis, as they do not wish to target or criticise 

China in any way. These countries are more concerned about policies that could be enacted by the USA in 

reaction to the crisis, and any response by China. 
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