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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to the International Youth Conference, 2020. I speak on behalf of the entire Executive Board 

of the Group of 8 while saying that we are truly excited to have you on board with us for this 

committee.  

As all of you might be aware that the Group of 8 is IYC’s proprietary historic committee. It gives you 

a chance to not only alter the course of history and reflect on the diplomatic techniques used, but also 

evaluate how they can be used in modern times. 

Plato said it best, “Only the dead have seen the end of the war.” This will become clearer than ever as 

we take you through a committee filled with engaging crises even beyond the forests of Vietnam. 

Our main goal for this conference is to find a solution that ensures the well-being of mid-20th-century 

Vietnam when the world is on the brink of another conflict. It is your responsibility to accurately 

portray the motives of your countries. Your ingenuity will be displayed through the manner in which 

you pave the way for negotiations while remaining true to your foreign policy. 

Lastly, I want these words to resonate in the minds of every delegate. “Vietnam was a war without any 

victors.” 

Regards,  

Tahaa Mithiborwala - Chair,  

Pravek Malhotra - Vice Chair,   
             
Rishi Mehta - Vice Chair, 

Arush Godha - R & D, 

Drish Chheda- Rapporteur.   
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I. Introduction 

The date is 2nd November 1955. 

After the Second World War, the political landscape of East Asia is undergoing a drastic change.  The ideologies 

of Fascism, or more specifically Nazism, have disappeared from most countries. The prevailing ideologies are 

now Capitalism and Communism with their focal points as the USA and the Soviet Union respectively. 

Ever since the Cold War started, the United States of America has been practicing a policy of “containment” 

against the “expansion of communism, with an aim to prevent the ideology from taking root in different regions 

of the world”. This containment policy is often referred to as the ‘Truman Doctrine’ named after the person who 

conceived it, American President Harry S. Truman, actively supporting the containment of Soviet Communism 

immediately after WWII. 

Vietnam has also recently undergone an independence movement, much like other Asian colonies However, it 

stands to suffer greatly from an internal conflict fuelled by the principles of Capitalism and Communism. The 

situation is further aggravated by foreign intervention, military aggression, and the ignorance of public opinion. 

Vietnam has also had a turbulent period of occupation and instability during and after World War 2. As Japan 

began to gain momentum during the course of the war, the French were forced out leaving it under Japanese 

occupation.  

Once the war concluded, Vietnam was once again occupied in part by the French, much to the resentment of Ho 

Chi Minh. This led to a deep mistrust of Anglo policies.

https://www.historycrunch.com/truman-doctrine-in-the-cold-war.html
https://www.historycrunch.com/truman-doctrine-in-the-cold-war.html
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Causes of the War  

Truman Doctrine and Domino Theory 

The reasons for American involvement in the Vietnam War has often been believed to be a part of the 

Domino Theory. The domino theory was a Cold War-era belief popular within the United States from the 

1950s until the end of the Cold War.  Based on the Truman Doctrine, the theory held the idea that if Soviet 

communism was able to spread into a single country, then it had the potential to spread to all of the other 

surrounding countries. 

 

Internal Conflicts in Vietnam 

Vietnam, a country on the Eastern part of the Indochinese Peninsula, was under French colonial rule since 

the 19th Century. During WWII, Vietnam was invaded by Japan in 1940, as an effort to exert their force on 

https://www.historycrunch.com/domino-theory-in-the-cold-war.html
https://www.historycrunch.com/domino-theory-in-the-cold-war.html
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colonial rule in Indochina. The subsequent treaty signed in July 1954 at a Geneva Conference split Vietnam 

along the latitude known as the 17th Parallel, with Ho Chi Minh in control of the North and Bao of the South. 

The treaty also called for nationwide elections for reunification to be held in 1956. On 26th October 1955, the 

strongly anti-communist and nationalist politician Ngo Dinh Diem pushed Emperor Bao aside to become 

president of the Government of the Republic of Vietnam (GVN), often referred to as South Vietnam.  

The primary goal for both was a unified Vietnam. But while Ho Chi Minh and his supporters wanted a nation 

modelled after other communist countries, Bao preferred a Vietnam with close economic and cultural ties to 

the West. The Vietnam War and active U.S. involvement in the war began in 1954, though ongoing conflict in 

the region had stretched back several decades.  

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/geneva-conference-begins
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/geneva-conference-begins
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II. Country Stances 

- Capitalist Bloc 

The United States of America  

After a tremendous victory in Europe and Japan, the United States is wasting no time in enforcing its 

Capitalist agenda. The USA provided voluntary troops under the name of “Military Advisors” to South 

Vietnam. The aforementioned Military Assistance Advisory Group from the USA was deployed to oversee 

$10 million worth of equipment provided as aid for anti-communist efforts in Indochina. 

 

With the outbreak of the Korean War, Truman sends 123 non-combat troops to the forces of France and the 

Associated States in Indochina to provide essential supplies.,  

As the conflict escalated, France’s assertion on the region was weakened. After the defeat of Dien Bien Phu, 

France was forced to adopt a settlement. This led to the temporary division of Vietnam.  

On November 1st, 1955, President Eisenhower deployed military advisors for the explicit purpose of 

training the forces of the Republic of Vietnam.  
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In July 1955, South Vietnam’s leader Ngo Dinh Diem publicly announced that South Vietnam will not partake in 

any of the elections specified under the Geneva Accords.This decision shaped the future of Indo-Chinese politics 

for decades to come. 

The Republic of Korea (South Korea) 

After the events of the Korean War, of which the USA and the Soviet Union were major combatants, Korea was 

split into two: North Korea (Communist in nature) and South Korea(Capitalist in nature). South Korea and the 

USA are major allies. 

In fact, South Korea was ready to send troops to Vietnam as early as 1954, sensing an impending conflict. 

However, the US Department of State rejected that proposal. 

In such a time, recently after a major conflict, South Korea was ready to provide military aid, all for the 

capitalist cause. 

United Kingdom 

As a part of the P5, the UK is one of the most dominant nations in the world at this time. However, it would not 

necessarily condone US involvement in Vietnam. The UK perceives the entire situation as a loss for all parties. 

After WWII, the UK is unlikely to condone any other conflict and is currently focused on resolving its domestic 

problems. 

French Republic 

Being a part of the P5, France is one of the most powerful nations during this time period.  

After WWII, France reoccupied Vietnam as part of its attempt to reclaim the pre-war empire. The Vietnamese 

people strongly opposed colonialism and soon after, a rebellion broke out led by communist and pro-

independence leader Ho Chi Minh.  

In 1954, his forces won a decisive victory at Dien Bien Phu and evicted the French from their country 

permanently.  France still has to take an official stance of their involvement or lack thereof in Vietnam. 
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New Zealand 

Although New Zealand is not involved in the early politics of independent (yet divided) Vietnam, the 

ANZUS treaty signed between the USA, Australia and New Zealand implies that they are inherently 

aligned with South Vietnam. 

The treaty was an agreement between the 3 nations to ensure the security of the Pacific, a useful tool 

to push forward Capitalism. 

The Commonwealth of Australia 

Australia is one of America’s strong allies and is part of the ANZUS treaty.  

Being one of the largest capitalist countries in the world, Australia has the means to support the USA 

and South Vietnam in a significant way. 

They have had no involvement in the conflict so far, but it is only a matter of time before they rush to 

support the United States of America. 

Kingdom of Thailand 

The USA has highly amicable relations with both Thailand and her leaders. The leaders, Sarit 

Thanarat and Thanom Kittikachorn were strict Thai traditionalists. Anti-communist in their ideologies, 

they also allied themselves with the USA, under the SEATO in 1954. They also viewed Vietnam as 

their enemies, refusing to provide them with support during the First Indochina War. 

Malaya 

(Note that Malaya will begin committee as a British colony but will eventually be recognized as an 

independent nation after the general elections). It is currently a colony of the UK and will be aligned 

with them. 
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Republic of the Philippines 

The Philippines was a former colony of the USA, gaining independence a few years ago. In spite of this, the 

nation has remained strongly allied with them as the nation’s primary military advisor is a United States Air 

Force officer. 

They are a member of SEATO and are committed to the USA’s goal of curbing communism. 

West Germany 

Germany has been split into two halves post-WWII, with the west under Capitalist influence, and the East 

under Communist control. 

Soon, West Germany became a part of NATO, at its very first conference, binding its military for the 

capitalist cause. With the USA as part of the SEATO and a primary occupant, West Germany would most 

likely be roped into a possible conflict 

- Communist Bloc 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR)  

Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin sought to maintain his wartime alliance with the West and chose not to 

antagonize them by backing the Viet Minh in 1946-47. Stalin also had an immovable distrust of Asian 

communist groups, considering them weak, undisciplined, and tainted by self-interest and nationalism.  

By the end of 1949, the situation had changed markedly. US-Soviet tensions were rising and Mao Zedong’s 

communist victory in China (October 1949) was a radical development in the Cold War. In January 1950, 

Moscow had belatedly recognized Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh as the ‘official’ rulers of Vietnam. Ho 

Chi Minh journeyed to Moscow and sought Soviet military backing for his war of independence against the 

French.  

Stalin rejected his overtures as his focus was primarily on Europe but encouraged his communist ally, Mao 

Zedong, to support the Viet Minh. 
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People’s Republic of China 

With the end of WWII, China’s diplomatic agenda changed considerably. In the early 1950s, the Vietnamese 

Communists confronted highly experienced French and American forces thus Ho Chi Minh heavily relies 

upon China for weapons and advice. The PRC formed the Chinese Military Advisory Group (CMAG), similar 

to that of the USA, to assist the Viet Minh forces led by Wei Guoqing and Chen Geng. CMAG as Viet Minh 

began training for their first campaign.  

Between April and September of 1950, China sent to the Viet Minh- 14,000 rifles and pistols, 1,700 machine 

guns and rifles, 150 mortars, 60 artillery pieces, and 300 bazookas, as well as ammunition, medicine, 

communications materials, clothes and 2,800 tons of food. 

Additionally, a “political advisor group” has been sent to the Viet Minh. The goal of the advisors’ group is to 

“pass on China’s experience in financial and economic work, the rectification of cadres’ ideology and 

working style, government work and mobilization of the masses.” A ‘communization’, in essence, for a lack 

of a better word.  

North Vietnam (Communist Party of Vietnam) 

With respect to the First Indo-China War, the Viet Minh workers had a very strong public opinion. The French 

had weak control in the countryside, with a grip onlyover urban areas. This eventually led to their downfall, 

and the Viet Minh was succeeded by the Lien Viet. Many members of the Lien Viet then formed the Vietnam 

Workers’ Party, a communist organization. 

Under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh, North Vietnam is a new, and highly disorganized nation, It has 

extremely fickle alliances with the communist nations. 

With the Republic’s rejection of the election clauses of the Geneva Accords, North Vietnam sought to unify 

the country with the use of force. This did not sit well with the citizens as bloody land reforms were 

conducted under the red flag of communism. 
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Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

North Korea and Vietnam had established formal diplomatic relations as early as 31st January 1950. 

North Korea has given substantial economic and military aid to North Vietnam. They sought to keep US forces 

stalled in Vietnam for as long as possible. 

North Korea is a famous example of Truman’s Domino Theory as its main priority is to propagate the 

communist agenda and enforce the principles of the Soviet Union. 

Republic of Indonesia 

Indonesia’s formal diplomatic ties with Vietnam were only established following the 1955 Bandung Conference. 

To assert their neutrality, they established consulate-generals in Hanoi and Saigon in December and September 

of that year. However, after the Indonesian Communist Party rose to power, the government under Sukarno 

grew to favour communist North Vietnam. Eventually, ties with South Vietnam were severed and the consulate-

general at Saigon was shut down.  

Republic of Cuba 

Cuba, a small island nation in the Caribbean, is one of the most important allies of the Soviet Union. The 

revolutionaries, Fidel and Raul Castro have also recently been freed from prison under an Amnesty by President 

Batista. However, the two leaders and Batista have highly conflicting ideologies. Batista has taken his position 

by force, and Fidel Castro has public support. With regards to the Vietnam issue, the situation is a grey area. 

With communist and capitalist leaders clashing heads, the country is on the verge of a civil war. 

 East Germany 

The Soviet-occupied part of Germany, East Germany is a prominent member of the Warsaw Pact. They have 

shown a strict trend towards containing the influence of capitalism as they initiated the construction of the 

Berlin Wall, which is still standing.East Germany has an impressive technical arsenal, capable of producing 

weapons and providing advanced intelligence services. A great asset for North Vietnam 
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Francoist Spain 

Francoist Spain is a Communist Regime and under the dictatorship of Francisco Franco with the title 

Caudillo since 1936.  

Thus, it is officially allied with North Vietnam. Considering its strong communist beliefs, we can 

confidently assume that they will contribute in some manner to the predicament at hand.  

Even Though Spain may not be directly involved, their diplomatic presence can be used as a conduit to 

come to a swift diplomatic solution. 

The Socialist Republic of Romania 

Part of the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, Romania is also under Soviet military occupation, making them the de 

facto decision-makers of the country.  

Romania has had no involvement in the conflict so far but like Spain, has the potential to mediate and 

proliferate peace talks.  

The People’s Republic of Bulgaria 

Bulgaria is an East European communist nation. Having a brief but impactful Stalinist phase, the country 

now runs on those guidelines.  

Recently, Todor Zhikhov replaced Vulko Chervenkof as the de facto leader of the nation. Zhikhov was a 

communist, and also an ally of the Soviet Union. Under his leadership, the country became a part of the 

Warsaw Pact as well. 

Bulgaria had also formally broken off ties with the USA in 1950.  

Kingdom Of Laos 

After WWII, Japan was forced to give Laos up as part of territorial remediations. Laos was also a former 

French colony. One of its major paramilitary bodies was the Pathet Lao, which worked closely with the 

Viet Minh.  
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- Neutral Bloc 

Cambodia (Kampuchea) 

After Japan left Cambodia post-WWII, Cambodia became a very unstable country with two opposing 

ideologies constantly clashing.  

After the elections of 1955, the Sangkum party celebrated a landslide victory. The socialist regime was adamant 

on maintaining neutrality but offered several liberties to North Vietnam exclusively.  

The proximity of the country to Vietnam means that Cambodia will feel the fallout of any drastic military or 

politically-driven actions taken by other countries.  

Federative Republic of Brazil 

Brazil is one of the USA's strongest allies in South America. 

Its foreign policy was closely aligned with the USA's during the late 1940s, and President Dutra also outlawed 

the Brazilian Communist Party. All ties were broken with the Soviet Union as well. However, his successor, 

President Vargas’ relationship with the USA was extremely unstable, having been ousted by the country in 

1945. He eventually committed suicide in 1954, citing ‘international affairs’ as a cause. 

In 1955, a centrist party, the Social Democratic Party came into power, however, they have yet to indicate their 

stance towards Vietnam. 

Canada 

Canada, a former French colony, provided diplomatic support to the French side of Vietnam during the 1954 

Geneva Agreements.Unofficially, Canadian diplomats tried to convince both France and the United States from 

escalating the conflict in East Asia, a region Canadians had decided was not strategically vital for their 

interests. 
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Canada then laid out six prerequisites to joining a war effort or Asian alliance like SEATO: 

1. It had to involve cultural and trade ties in addition to a military alliance. 

2. It had to demonstrably meet the will of the people in the countries involved. 

3. Other free Asian states had to support it directly or in principle. 

4. France had to refer the conflict to the United Nations. 

5. Any multilateral action must conform to the UN CHARTER. 

6. Any action had to be divorced from all elements of colonialism. 

State of Japan 

Japan and Vietnam have had a tense history of war and occupation. Japanese troops occupied Vietnam 

from 1940 to 1945. Japan is strongly allied with the USA at this juncture and can provide strong 

monetary aid if a conflict were to arise.  

Being one of the largest aggressors in WWII, it is unlikely that there will be drastic Japanese 

involvement in Vietnam, considering its tense relations with Korea and its limited military arsenal. 

Union of Burma 

Burma recently gained independence from the UK as a direct result of WWII.  

In the early stages of independence, the country experienced major communist insurgencies. 

The northern half of the country is under the control of the Kuomintang military, one of the Republic of 

China’s (Taiwan) major political parties. Importantly, Burma also adopted a policy of impartiality on the 

world stage, often rejecting binding external aid and refusing to be a part of SEATO. 
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The Imperial State of Iran- Pahlavi Dynasty 

 Iran was a major conduit for Allied powers during WWII and provided a safe pathway for many 

refugees. 

Shortly after WWII, the Pahlavi Dynasty underwent the Iran Crisis of 1946, one of the first 

confrontations of the Cold war, led by Stalin himself. 

In 1951, a nationalist named Mohammed Mosaddegh fought for the control of Iran along with the scion 

of the Pahlavi dynasty, Mohammed Pahlavi. The parliament legally elected Mosaddegh in a landslide 

election and he soon took major acts such as nationalizing Iran’s oil supply. Soon, the Shah (Pahlavi) 

returned with American and British aid and staged a coup d'etat in August 1953. 
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III. Timeline 

• 1923-25: Vietnamese nationalist Ho Chi Minh is trained in the Soviet Union as an agent of the 

Communist International (Comintern). 

• February 1930: Ho Chi Minh founded the Indochinese Communist Party at a meeting in Hong Kong. 

• June 1940: Nazi Germany takes control of France. 

• September 1940: Japanese troops invade French Indochina and occupy Vietnam with little French 

resistance. 

• May 1941: Ho Chi Minh and communist colleagues establish the League for the Independence of 

Vietnam. Known as the Viet Minh, the movement aims to resist French and Japanese occupation of 

Vietnam. 

• March 1945: Japanese troops occupying Indochina carry out a coup against French authorities and 

announce an end to the colonial era, declaring Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia independent. 

• August 1945: Japan is defeated by the Allies in World War II, leaving a power vacuum in Indochina. 

France begins to reassert its authority over Vietnam. 

• September 1945: Ho Chi Minh declares an independent North Vietnam and models his declaration on the 

American Declaration of Independence of 1776 in an (unsuccessful) effort to win the support of the 

United States. 
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• July 1946: Ho Chi Minh rejects a French proposal granting Vietnam limited self-government and the Viet 

Minh begins a guerrilla war against the French. 

• March 1947: In an address to Congress, President Harry Truman states that the foreign policy of the United 

States is to assist any country whose stability is threatened by communism. The policy becomes known as the 

Truman Doctrine. 

• June 1949: The French install the former emperor Bao Dai as head of state in Vietnam. 

• August 1949: The Soviet Union explodes its first atom bomb in a remote area of Kazakhstan, marking a tense 

turning point in the Cold War with the United States. 

• October 1949: Following a civil war, Chinese Communist leader Mao Zedong declares the creation of the 

People’s Republic of China. 

• January 1950: The People’s Republic of China and the Soviet Union formally recognize the communist 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam and both begin to supply economic and military aid to communist resistance 

fighters within the country. 

• February 1950: Assisted by the Soviet Union and the newly Communist China, the Viet Minh step up their 

offensive against French outposts in Vietnam. 

• June 1950: The United States, identifying the Viet Minh as a Communist threat, steps up military assistance to 

France for their operations against the Viet Minh. 

• March-May 1954: French troops are humiliated in defeat by Viet Minh forces at Dien Bien Phu. The defeat 

solidifies the end of French rule in Indochina. 
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• April 1954: In a speech, U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower says the fall of French Indochina to communists 

could create a “domino” effect in Southeast Asia. This so-called domino theory guides the U.S. thinking on 

Vietnam for the next decade. 

• July 1954: The Geneva Accords establish North and South Vietnam with the 17th parallel as the dividing line. 

The agreement also stipulates that elections are to be held within two years to unify Vietnam under a single 

democratic government. These elections never happen. 

• 1955: Catholic nationalist Ngo Dinh Diem emerges as the leader of South Vietnam, with U.S. backing, while Ho 

Chi Minh leads the communist state to the north.
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IV. Guide to Further Research 

Delegates, it's essential for you all to understand that this study guide is far from sufficient research for this 

committee. It's only a tip of the iceberg of the thorough research you must conduct on the agenda and your 

individual country perspectives. investigate old archives, political research papers, and even newspaper 

articles. This would all help you to understand how important and tense the agenda was at that time. 

The Cold War has just begun and is becoming increasingly hostile as time passes by. The two power blocs 

have already partaken in a major proxy war, which resulted in the division of Korea. Tensions are at an all-

time high.  

Each country has a personal stake in its doings and has clear personal motives for each action they take. 

Often in the past, only a few countries have their opinions heard and acted upon. You, the delegates, have a 

chance to redo and ensure that such a situation never arises again.  

Refer to these guiding questions, and be prepared to answer all of these as well- 

● What was your country’s primary ideology at the time? 

● Was your country part of any pre-existing treaty, be it trade or military? 

● Are there any internal conflicts within your country? 

● Has your country undertaken any action which directly breaches the UN Charter? 

● What was your country’s foreign policy (AT THAT TIME)? 

● With which countries does your country hold diplomatic or informal alliances with? 

● Did your country have any explicit interests with respect to territories, arms, etc in mind? 

Any claim made which arouses the suspicion of the Executive Board would be investigated. The 

delegate would then be asked to provide a credible source of information if the Board fails to trace 

the source. If the claim was found to be based on an incredible source (eg. Wikipedia, biased news 

outlets, etc.), it will be refuted and the delegate would be punished. 
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Use these websites as a starting point for your research: 

● https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War  

● https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war  

● http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ 

● https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html 

● https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/ 

● https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/vietnam/ 

● https://archives.history.ac.uk/history-in-focus/cold/websites.html

https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/vietnam/
https://archives.history.ac.uk/history-in-focus/cold/websites.html
https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html
https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/marshall/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/vietnam/
https://archives.history.ac.uk/history-in-focus/cold/websites.html
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	• July 1954: The Geneva Accords establish North and South Vietnam with the 17th parallel as the dividing line. The agreement also stipulates that elections are to be held within two years to unify Vietnam under a single democratic government. These elections never happen.

