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Letter from the Chair 
Honorable Delegates,  

It is my pleasure to invite you to Group 20 for the International Youth Conference 2020. The G20 
stands as one of the most influential, impactful, and important international forums of collaboration, 
focusing on global economy and affairs. This year at IYC we will be discussing the impact of, and 
recovery from COVID19 with regard to Sustainable Development Goals 3 and 8. Prepare yourselves 
for two days of heated yet fruitful debates and being challenged as a delegate. You will have the 
opportunity to have an all-around amazing experience filled with exciting ideas and stimulating 
debate.  

The agenda aims to analyze the effects of COVID-19 on the Sustainable Development Goals 3 - Good 
health and wellbeing, and 8- Decent work and economic growth. I’m looking forward to discussing 
the various aspects of the pandemic. Delegates must be prepared to answer several challenging 
questions.           

I look forward to seeing what all of you have to offer. I expect each and every one of you to be well 
read - going beyond the background guide and give your very best at this conference to make it a 
special experience. I intend to create an environment where every delegate feels welcome to have 
their ideas heard and respected. I am sure you will have an unforgettable experience at IYC 2020.  
         

Welcome to the Group of 20 

Regards,  

Tara Dave - Chair  

Aradhya Rathi - Vice Chair  

Bhavya Shah - Vice Chair  

Aditya Jumani - Rapporteur 

Kamyaa Doshi - Research and Development  
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I.History of the agenda 

  At the start of 2020, worldwide cases were increasing at around 20,000 cases per day, which is nowhere 

near the massive average rate of around 0.2 million cases in the world every day, with more than 5,000 deaths 

of people from around the world, as of June 2020. These few months of 2020 have been a nightmare for every 

country as they are losing people and the capacity to hold more patients is soon to get out of control. 

The USA has been making accusations on China of making the virus disrupt the world economy to make latter 

the number one economy in the world; however, there have been counterclaims to this, wherein China stands 

strong to prove that the virus was an unprecedented shock even to them. 

The USA and other countries seem to notice a trend in China’s cases, wherein from March to June 2020, China 

witnessed fewer cases, ranking 22nd on the world rank of countries with the amount of cases. The USA seems 

to believe that China has used an anti-virus to stop the rate of spread of the Coronavirus in their country, and is 

only one of the few countries in the world who has not entered into a recession, and still has a balanced 

economic activity. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has taken many steps to break the rate of spread of this virus in the 

world. However, it has been attacked by the USA and many other strong countries that believe that the WHO 

cannot handle the pandemic and it has to be their individual fight. The USA feels that the WHO, even though is 

funded by them, is very “China-centric” and this has caused intense debate over countries for what is right and 

wrong. Moreover, the WHO has failed to bring together its 194-member states to follow its rules, and is left 

with very little power. Countries have been forming blocks and making accusations on each other during this 

pandemic without following the guidelines of WHO.  

On 29th December, an unknown 

virus was spotted in Wuhan, China; and 

since then it has spread into almost every 

country in the world, more than 216, and 

has caused more than 0.5 million deaths as 

of June 2020. 
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Furthermore, as the novel coronavirus metastasized to countries around our planet, it has transformed 

the already chaotic world into a frenzy of uncertainty. As countries scramble to flatten the curve, they have 

employed strict protocols to promote social distancing, confining hundreds of millions of people around the 

world to their homes. Consequently, this has resulted in a cease of business activity, leading to economic 

malaise. The global economy is on the path of a 3.3% contraction- the worst hit since the great depression of 

the 1930’s. In addition, some of the most prosperous economies like USA, Japan, Germany and the UK, to 

name a few, are projected to enter recession in the year 2020 as oil prices reach a twenty-one-year low, and 

global unemployment rate is on the rise.  Although countries around the world have successfully managed to 

overcome the peak periods of the outbreak, eager to rejuvenate their economies, the possibility of a second 

wave looms over the world.  Balancing the risk and to get the economy back on its feet, is of utmost 

importance. 
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II. Current Situation (As of June 28th) 

As of June 24th, 2020, COVID-19 continues to pose a 

grave threat. The total number of global cases has 

exceeded 10 million and deaths have crossed 500,000. 

More than a third of the planet's population is under 

some form of restriction.  

The COVID-19 pandemic had a more negative 

impact on activity in the first half of 2020 than 

expected. Global growth has been projected at –4.9%, 

1.9 percentage points lower than what the April 2020 

World Economic Outlook (WEO) forecasted.  

Many countries have begun to ease lockdown measures and suspend curfews. However, there are 

countries which currently have tough lockdowns, and are reporting rising numbers of cases. Three of these are 

in South America - Bolivia, Argentina and Colombia - which was designated the centre of the pandemic by the 

World Health Organization at the end of May 2020. Several countries in the Middle East have tough lockdown 

rules in place. 

After the lockdown was lifted for some time in the US in late April and early May, cases have more 

than quadrupled as coronavirus ripped through the country. Closure and containment policies have proven 

essential to break the chain of infection and slow the spread of the disease. These costly measures buy 

governments time to put in place the test and trace policies, increased healthcare capacity, and other policies we 

need to manage the disease long-term. 
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III. Timeline (December 31st - June 22nd) 

December 31st: Wuhan Municipal Health Authorities report a string of pneumonia-like cases in Wuhan, China. 

January 3rd: China officially notifies the WHO of an outbreak. 

January 14th: Wuhan implements screening measures for travelers leaving the city at airports, railway 
stations, and other passenger terminals. 

January 20th: China’s CDC announces the coronavirus is categorized as a Class B infectious disease, but 
states that the agency is adopting Class A measures to prevent and control the virus. South Korea confirms its 
first case. 

January 21st: United States confirms its first case  

January 22nd: North Korea closes its borders to all foreign tourists to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 

February 3rd: Chinese stock markets plunge. 

February 11th: The death toll for the coronavirus surpasses 1,000. 

February 17th: WHO announces it will report all confirmed cases, including both laboratory-confirmed cases 
and clinically diagnosed cases. 

February 19th: COVID-19 death toll surpasses 2,000. 

March 9th: Italy declares nation-wide lockdown 

March 11th: WHO declares the coronavirus outbreak a pandemic 

March 13th: More than 5,000 have died from coronavirus worldwide 
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March 17th: The European Union closes its borders to all non-essential travel.   

March 19th: Italy’s coronavirus death toll surpasses China’s. 

March 20th: Italy records 627 deaths, the largest single increase since the onset of the outbreak. The United 
States CDC reports more than 18,000 coronavirus cases. 

March 22nd: Global coronavirus cases double from last week, reaching almost 330,000 cases.  India suspends 
all international flights arriving and departing from India for at least one week. 

March 25th: Spain supplants China as the country with the second-greatest number of recorded COVID-19 
deaths.  

March 28th: Global deaths surpass 30,000. 

March 30th: Mexico declares a health emergency in response to its growing coronavirus death toll.  

April 2nd: Global coronavirus cases pass the one million mark; deaths exceed 50,000.   

April 8th: Global coronavirus cases surpass 1.5 million. Singapore bans all public and private social 
gatherings. China lifts its lockdown on Wuhan. 

April 17th: China reports its first economic contraction in a decade. It’s GDP shrank 6.8 percent during the first 
three months of 2020.   

April 24th: The United States’ coronavirus death toll passes 50,000.  

May 5th: Thailand reports one new coronavirus case and no new deaths, marking a downward trend of 
transmission. Number of cases globally surpasses 3.5 million.   

May 11th: Hydroxychloroquine is proven ineffective as a treatment against COVID-19.   
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May 18th: President Donald Trump announces he is taking hydroxychloroquine.  

May 28th: WHO Director announces COVID-19 pandemic is responsible for 159,000 excess deaths in 24 
European countries since early March. 

May 29th:  The US leaves the WHO. 

June 8th: New Zealand lifts all lockdown restrictions, declaring the country virus-free. India lifts lockdown 
restrictions, despite fears of a surge.  

June 11th: As the United States exceeds 2 million confirmed coronavirus cases, a new model suggests spikes in 
death toll in September and later months. 

June 12th: India overtakes the United Kingdom to become the fourth worst-hit nation. 

June 18th: India eases lockdown measures despite rises in confirmed cases and deaths. 

June 22nd: Citing pandemic concerns, President Trump issues restrictions on immigration to the United States, 
suspending most H1-B, H2-B, and H-4 visas.  
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IV. Country-Specific Info  
 China: The epicentre of the coronavirus 

pandemic, China has seen 83,430 confirmed cases 

after reporting an initially reporting anomalous 

surge of cases of pneumonia on the 31st December 

2019. The pandemic has led to major health and 

economic concerns for China. Countries around the 

world have criticised China’s wildlife trade policies to be the source of this catastrophe as it theorised that the 

virus initially made its way into a human body from a bat that was sold in the Huanan seafood market, in the 

city of Wuhan. Moreover, the lack of transparency provided by China in the early days of the outbreak has led 

to even more criticism. As the world’s number two economy and biggest trading nation, what happens in 

China is key. China’s economy contracted 6.8% in the first quarter of 2020, so China acted quickly. It has 

pledged a package of 4 trillion Yuan in 2020, the largest economic rescue plan in its history.   

 USA: The progressing COVID-19 pandemic was affirmed to have arrived in the US in January 2020. 

The primary affirmed instance of nearby transmission was recorded in January, while the principal realized 

passings occurred in February. Before the finish of Spring, cases had happened in each of the 50 U.S. states, 

the Locale of Columbia, and all occupied U.S. domains aside from American Samoa. As of June 24, 2020, the 

U.S. had the most affirmed dynamic cases and passings on the planet. As of June 26, 2020, its demise rate 

was 379 for every million individuals, the seventh-most elevated rate universally. 

The Trump organization proclaimed a general wellbeing crisis on January 31, at that point on February 2 

started to forestall the passage of most outside nationals who had as of late made a trip to China, however, 

didn't boycott section of U.S. inhabitants who had been there, and no infection testing was executed to screen 

those trying to enter the nation. The underlying U.S. reaction to the pandemic was in any case moderate, 

regarding setting up the social insurance framework, halting other travel, or testing for the virus. The U.S. 

tried less than 10,000 individuals . By early May, the U.S. had handled around 6.5 million tests and was 

directing around 250,000 tests for every day, except specialists said this degree of testing was as yet 

insufficient to contain the flare-up. 
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Brazil: The COVID-19 pandemic in Brazil is a piece of the continuous pandemic of coronavirus 

ailment 2019 (COVID-19) brought about by serious intense respiratory disorder coronavirus 2 (SARS-

CoV-2). On 19 June 2020, the nation announced its 1 millionth case; as of now, there had been about 49,000 

detailed deaths. As of June 2020, Brazil has the second-most elevated number of affirmed COVID-19 cases 

on the planet, after the US. The pandemic has set off an assortment of reactions from administrative, state and 

neighbourhood governments, affecting legislative issues, instruction, nature, and the economy.  

UK: The progressing COVID-19 pandemic spread to the UK in late January 2020. Starting on 21 June 

2020, there have been 304,331 affirmed cases and 42,632 deaths, the world's second-most elevated demise 

rate per capita among significant nations. There were 53,664 passages where the demise declaration 

referenced COVID-19 by 12 June. Over 90% of those perishing had basic sicknesses or were more than 60 

years of age. The disease rate is higher in care homes than in the network. There is enormous territorial 

variety in the flare-up's seriousness. In spring, London had the most elevated number of diseases while North 

East Britain has the most noteworthy contamination rate. Britain is the nation of the UK with the most 

noteworthy recorded passing rate per capita, while Northern Ireland has the least. Social insurance in the UK 

is declined to every nation.  

 In spring, the UK government forced a lockdown, restricting all "superfluous" travel and 

contact with individuals outside one's home (counting family and accomplices), and closing practically all 

schools, business, settings, offices, courtesies and spots of love. Those with side effects, and their family unit, 

were advised to self-segregate, while the most powerless (the over 70s and those with specific ailments) were 

advised to shield themselves. Individuals were advised to keep separated out in the open. Police were 

engaged to authorize the lockdown, and the Coronavirus Demonstration 2020 gave the administration crisis 

powers not utilized since the Subsequent Universal War.  

 It was estimated that a long lockdown would seriously harm the UK economy, lead to a great 

many activity misfortunes, exacerbate psychological wellness and self-destruction rates, and cause 

"guarantee" deaths because of seclusion, delays and falling expectations for everyday comforts. Specialists 

proposed the lockdown could be lifted by protecting the most powerless and utilizing contact following. 
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 India: The outburst of the Coronavirus has deeply impacted the already falling Indian economy; 

before the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, India was already in a parlous state, and this crisis comes at a 

time when India’s GDP growth rate was already slowing down and unemployment was at its rise resulting in 

poor economic performance in India for the past few years. In response to the pandemic, the Indian 

government first implemented a three-week nationwide lockdown from 25th March 2020, where it shut its 

$2.9 trillion economy by closing businesses, reducing economic activity, and disrupting demand and supply 

chains; however, considering the rapid increase in the number of cases in India, the government decided to 

extend its lockdown in certain hotspots, and this decision was by far the most extensive measure taken by any 

government in response to the pandemic. The sustainable development goal number 3 – “Good Health and 

Well-Being” – was deeply impacted in India during the pandemic not just because of the virus, but also due to 

starvation. 

 Nevertheless, the economic downturn in India is being paralleled with pertaining to socio-economic 

concerns. It is noted that 90% of the Indian workforce is employed in the informal sector, such as jobs as 

street vendors, garbage collectors, rickshaw pullers and the pandemic has taken a great hit in this sector where 

millions of these employed people are now unemployed that has resulted in health concerns. 

 In response to the pandemic, to recover its economy, and to get its country close once again to achieve 

the Sustainable Development Goal number 3 and 8, India’s Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, has implemented 

a fiscal stimulus package of 20,000 crores, which accounts for 10% of its GDP, to focus on land, labour, 

liquidity and laws, and would deal with sectors, such as cottage industries, MSMEs, the working class, 

middle class and industry. Thus, his goal with the package is to save jobs, provide shelter to the homeless, and 

give incentives to the businesses to operate. 

 Russia: As of June 2020, Russia ranks 3rd in the whole world to have the greatest number of cases. 

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, almost every country in the world has entered into a recession, which 

is two or more consecutive quarters of negative economic growth. However, the Russian economy has taken 

an even bigger hit, where by June 2020, it witnessed its total economic activity to drop to a third pre-COVID. 

Moreover, unemployment has risen by 30% since January.  The statistics are said to be underestimated due to 

the very large informal sector that consists of about 30-40% of the GDP. Russia is also facing very high 

budget deficits, which it is very unable to repay due to its recessionary phased economy. 
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Moreover, the Russian economy relies on oil export revenues to a great extent for its GDP, however, 

the fall in oil consumption demand has led to a second unprecedented shock for the economy.  The 

International Energy Agency expects global oil consumption to decline by about 20 % in the second quarter 

and 9% for all of 2020. 

 Italy: Italy is another country that has had a lot of Covid-19 cases since January 2020 and ranks in 

the top 10 countries. However, it is also one of the fewest countries that have shown a sharp decline in its 

number of cases since June 2020. As per June 2020, it shows a smaller number of cases as per 100 each day. 

It is also being said that the standard of living of people are improving and the death rates are decreasing. 

Italy is returning back to its pre-COVID stage, where the economic activity is resuming, businesses are 

functioning, and streets are getting busier. 

 However, looking at the impact that the Covid-19 has had on its economy, Italy yet remains as one of 

the most affected countries. Italy’s industrial output has fallen significantly; its industrial output accounted for 

28% of the total output of the European Union. Moreover, Italy is expected to witness a GDP growth rate of 

-9.1% for the year 2020, which is its lowest since World War 2. Thus, it can be seen how deeply Italy has 

been impacted 
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The government has implemented a ‘Relaunch Decree’ that is a total of €15bn of government 

spending for the unemployed and workers. Moreover, it has taken a huge step by letting business request a 

suspension of loan payments for six months to help their cash flow to be positive. 
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V. Points a resolution should address  
1) Countries’ and important organizations’ involvement in research and development of a vaccine. 

2) WHO’s response and countries' (non)compliance, such as the US and more countries attacking 

the WHO and not following its guidance.  

3) Measures to protect the mental health of citizens.  

4) Measures to increase testing and medical resources.  

5) Recovery from unemployment, damage to the economy and measure to prevent a global 

recession.  

6) The regulation of exotic animals’ market in China. 

7) Role of Information and technology to fight a global pandemic. (Tradeoff between privacy and 

health and wellbeing). 

8) The regulation of asymmetric information (Fake news and rumors) and its adverse impact on the 

health and wellbeing of people. 

9) The relationship between The United States and WHO 

10) Inefficiencies of the WHO. 
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